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Projek
infrastruktur
di Selangor
disegera

Semua projek infrastruktur di
Selangor yang sudah diluluskan
perlu disegerakan pembinaannya,
kata Menteri Kanan Perdagangan
Antarabangsa dan Industri, Datuk
Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali.

Beliau berkata, projek terbabit
memberikan kesan berganda kepa-
da pertumbuhan ekonomi Selangor
dan negara.

“Hari ini kita membincangkan
beberapa projek infrastruktur yang
perlu dijalankan segera kerana
projek infrastruktur ini ada kesan
berganda kepada penjanaan dan
perkembangan ekonomi negeri
serta negara, malah kita mahu
projek yang diluluskan ini mesti
diteruskan segera,” katanya selepas
mempengerusikan Mesyuarat Maj-
lis Tindakan Pembangunan Negeri
(MTPNg), Selangor Darul Ehsan
Bil. 1/2020 di Shah Alam, semalam.

Yang turut hadir, Menteri Besar
Selangor, Datuk Seri Amirudin
Shari.
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By BRENDA CH'NG
brenda@thestar.com.my

THOUGH most restrictions have
been lifted in the recovery phase
of the movement control order
(MCO), people are still advised to
take precautions when going out
to crowded spaces.

This is especially so for seniors
aged 65 and above, who are being
discouraged from visiting open-air

markets in Selangor, like the morn-

ing and night markets, for their
own safety and well-being due to
the risk of Covid-19 infection.

Local authorities have stationed
officers at several markets to
remind elderly folk about the
risks.

Recently, a few seniors were
advised by Klang Municipal
Council (MPK) officers not to enter
the morning market in Taman Eng
Ann, Klang.
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Keeping elderly safe from
risks at open-air markets

Selangor local authorities encourage them to stay away if possible

The officers had been stationed

at the market entrance for temper-
ature checks and to ensure all con-

tact details and names were
recorded down either via the
Selangkah application or in a log-
book.

“I went to the market to buy
soime necessities but the officer
politely told me it would be better
for me to not enter because of my
age,” said SC An.

An, in his 70s, said he was grate-

ful the officers took their job seri-

ously as they advised quite a num-

ber of the elderly visitors to go
home.
“For me, it is okay if they do not

want to let me in if it is for my
own good, but they must remem-
ber that Taman Eng Ann market is
frequented by many senior citi-
zens who live in the vicinity,” he
said.

He added that some had no
choice as they were living alone
and needed to visit the market for
daily provisions.

When contacted, MPK Corporate
Communications director Norfiza
Mahfiz said their officers had been
following and enforcing the rules
set by the Selangor government.

“It is already stated that children
aged 13 and below are not allowed
into the market.

“Those aged 65 and above are
encouraged not to enter,” she said,
adding that this did not constitute
a ban on old folk.

A total of 25 night markets and
five morning markets have been
allowed to operate, out of the 72
markets in Klang.

Market traders who are allowed
to operate must take turns, while
the opening hours are 4pm to
10pm for night markets and 6am
to 11am for morning markets.

For odd-numbered lots, they can
only operate on the first and third
week of the month while those
with even numbers will operate on
the second and fourth week.

Most stalls have also been told to
reduce the number of tables so
that social distancing can be prac-
tised.

A check in Shah Alam found that
the city council (MBSA) officers too
had been advising elderly visitors
to go home if possible.

“We will always advise them to
stay home if they can and do not
do their grocery shopping at wet
markets where there will be a lot
of people,” said Shah Alam mayor
Datuk Haris Kasim.

However, if those who have
been advised to go home still insist
on entering, they will be allowed
to do so.
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By CY. LEE
chenyoong@thestar.com.my

LOCAL councils still need to collect
and hand over to the Selangor gov-
ernment the 20sen per plastic bag
charge levied by businesses on con-
sumers, despite disruptions caused
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

State environment, green tech-
nology, science, technology, innova-
tion and consumer affairs commit-
tee chairman Hee Loy Sian said the
collection programme was still
ongoing but the expected amount
would be lower because of the
movement control order (MCO).

“The collection was not a priority
for the past few months due to the
MCO.

“Its main purpose was to reduce
the use of plastics and not as a rev-

enue stream for the state.

“The total number of people
using plastic bags has reduced in
the last few months but we will
focus on continuing to educate the
public to reduce the use further,”
he said during a visit to the Bandar
Sungai Long morning market after
it reopened for business.

Of the 152 registered traders at
the morning market, only 29 reo-
pened after receiving the green
light from Kajang Municipal
Council (MPKj).

This was despite 108 having their
licences in order.

The almost 200m stretch along
Persiaran 5L1 was sparsely popu-
lated by traders, who also saw a
much lower-than-usual number of
CUSIOMETS.

Rela personnel manning the

entrance ensured temperature
checks on visitors and details taken
down either manually or via digital
contact-tracing systems before issu-
ing stickers indicating compliance
to those entering.

Hee, who is Kajang assembly-
man, said one of the conditions was
that traders must settle outstanding
licence fees before they could reo-
pen, with some owing the council
as much as five years’ worth of
fees,

“In allowing them to resume
husiness, we hope that the traders
will respect the standard operating
procedures (SOP), which we take
very seriously.

“If we find any stall violating the
SOP, we will close the whole market
to prevent the risk of Covid-19
transmission,” he said.

Bandar Sungai Long Petty
Traders Association chairman Lee
Kek Keong said the reopening was
a good start but minor changes

Hee (second,
right) and MPKj
councillor Lim
Kim Eng (right)
with a trader

at the Bandar
Sungai Long
morning market
on the first day
of reopening.

— LOW BOON
TAT/The Star

would be made to the set-up, with
an additional point of entry and
exit as well as posters to remind
people of the SOP, especially on
practising social distancing.

According to Kajang Municipal
Council (MPK]) Licensing and
Traders Department director
Zalinda Zainudin, the Sungai Long
morning market is among five out
of 16 morning markets and four
night markets that have reopened
under MPK] jurisdiction.
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RM150,000 for Selangor shelters

By TRIONA LAW
metro@thestar.com.my

SELANGOR government has given
RM150,000 in aid to 30 shelters for
asnaf rigab (hardcore poor) man-
aged by the Selangor Islamic
Religious Council (MAIS).

Jointly organised by the state
youth generation development,
sports and human capital develop-
ment committee and MAIS, the pro-
gramme aims to help youths facing
social problems, the hardcore poor
and the underprivileged.

“We hope this donation will light-
en the burden faced by caretakers
of these shelters in the face of the
ongoing pandemic,” said state youth
generation development, sports and
human capital development com-
mittee chairman Mohd Khairuddin
Othman.

“Throughout this movement
control order (MCO) period, these
shelters have been receiving
limited public donations, so the
state government decided to take
action.

“The donation will go towards
funding the charity homes’ activi-
ties, programmes and other daily
needs.

“It is also a small step the state is
taking towards effectively rehabili-
tating and curbing the rising num-
ber of troubled youths in Selangor,”
he said during the cheque presenta-
tion ceremony at the Selangor State

. LISA RIBU SAMAIA

SUMPLEA AL (TH |

uf

Alam, Selangor.

Secretariat building.

Khairuddin said statistics provid-
ed by MAIS showed the number of
youths that had undergone rehabili-
tation increased between 10% and
20% annually between 2017 and
2019.

“This programme further
enhances the relationship between
the Selangor government and MAIS
in handling the number of social
problems in line with the state’s
‘Smart and Caring’ policy.”

Khairuddin, accompanied by
Selangor Islamic Religious Council

JAWATANKUASA TETAP PEMBANGUNAR GENERASI MUOA &
SUMAN DAN PEMBANGUNAN MODAL INSAN MEGER! SELANGOR

FUMAN MIDAYAH INSANI

WAL LANTUSS MUMAR PR RDURGAN ROAR SLLANGOR
At

Khairuddin (left) presenting a cheque to a caretaker of a shelter in Shah

Page 1 of 1

062020

RM 5,0{1&00

B

Al-Rigab rehabilitation manager
Ustazah Hafizahtul Akmal Abdul
Jalil, presented RMS5,000 cheques to
representatives and caretakers of
the homes.

“This is not just a monetary
donation, but also a means to
ensure youth at these shelters have
access to beneficial rehabilitation
programmes funded by Zakat
Selangor Board,” said Hafizahtul.

Khairuddin hoped the youth gen-
eration development comimittee
would expand similar state funding
to shelters for non-Muslims.




30 Jun 2020
The Star, Malaysia |

PEAABAT SETIALISAHA KERAJAAN NEGERT SELANGOR

KORPOR,
TIWGEAT 4, BARGUNAN SULTAN SALIHUDDIN ABOUL ATIZ SHA.
40D, A LANGOR
N Tl 135564 MSS/TST/ 4SS M Fa : 835513 5560
SR et sektskhanger Ogmad com

Author: No author available « Section: Metro « Audience : 175,986 * Page: 16 -
Printed Size: 210.00cm? « Region: KL * Market: Malaysia * Photo: Full Color v @
ASR: MYR 10,609.15 ¢ ltem ID: MY0040229255 =

Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in

any form without the prior consent of the copyright owner.

Page 1 of 1

Mobile app launched to
simplify licence renewal

i . “&-#"é.";: &1
MPKj as MPK]j employees look on.

KAJANG Municipal Council (MPKj)
has launched its e-licence mobhile
application to make it easier to
renew low-risk licences and dog
licences.

MPKj president Datuk Zulkefli
Khalid said the application would
improve the productivity of its
Licensing Department and stream-
line the process.

“With this application, the pub-
lic need not come to Menara MPKj
to renew their respective licences
and they can check the status of
their renewal.

“This not only reduces the
crowd at MPKj but also saves
applicants’ time, especially during
this Covid-19 pandemic.

“Sometimes, it might take them
one hour to apply physically at

e T e s

Zulkefli (centre) launching the e-licence mobile application at Menara

MPK] counters, depending on our
working capacity,” he said.

On top of MPKj’s e-licence online
platform, the mobile application
serves as a quicker alternative for
users to renew low-risk licences
and dog licences with their smart-
phones.

Low-risk licences comprise 50
different types of businesses
including ice-cream parlour, flo-
rist, boutique, bicycle shop and
launderette.

Zulkefli said the mobile applica-
tion was user-friendly and users
could renew their licences with
ease,

“Although we have an online
version, the mobile application
will speed things up even further,”
he added.
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No periodical
maintenance: Last month's
landslide behind houses
along Jalan Kelab Ukay 4

in Bukit Antarabangsa
occurred on privately-owned
land. — YAP CHEE HONG/
The Star

owners

Around half of the 68 landslide complaints Ampang Jaya Municipal Council has
received are related to slopes on private land. Council president Datuk Abdul
Hamid Hussain says under the law, the responsibility of maintaining and rectifying
such slopes lies with these individuals or companies. >2&3
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‘Regular monitoring of slopes a must’

MPAJ: Many private owners of hilly land don’t take timely action to prevent landslip

Landslip at the
bottom of a
slope, coupled
with other signs
such as tension
cracks or ground
movement at
the top of the
slope, should be
taken very
seriously.

— Photos
courtesy of
SlopeWatch

By SHALINI RAVINDRAN

com.my

WHEN an early morning landslide
in Bukit Antarabangsa, Ampang on
May 30 forced the evacuation of
seven households, the local council
was blamed for failing to take pre-
mumaw measures prior to
i

The landslide, which occurred
behind the houses along Jalan
Kelah Ukay 4, was triggered hy
heavy rainfall resulting in the soil

way.

But at the time, many were una-
ware that the particular plot of land
behind the houses that sli
towards Sungai Sering was private-
Iy owned.

Mcordmg 1o the law, prhrane

often left overgrown and uninhab-
ited for

years.

“And no one, including the
owner, zoes there to have a look. So
nobodgv knows if there is under-
ground water seeping in, which
may cause a landslide,” he said.

In the case of the recent landslide
in Bukit Antarabangsa, Abdul
Hamid said that iculnr plol of
e
who was € Process of
up its business and had not main-
e

monitors
ern\:nery year for early mmﬂrm

ure.
Of these, 118 belong to MPAJ, 37
o the government while 201 are
owned by private individuals,
and joint

hudl!s';:r management

ial «_?\mw.
or

slopes on their land,” said Ay ng
Jaya Municipal Council mmpw
president Datuk Abdul Hamid
Hussain.

“If there is erosion and landslides
in land they own, they are held

arer

a private
awmapkzmufmdnnnmll‘but
has not developed it yet, so it is

1. Dec 1993 - Collapse of
Highland Towers in Taman
Hillview killed 48 peaple.

2. April 1995 - Landslide near
Taman Keramat Permai flats
caused 186 residents to be
evacuated.

3. May 1999 - Two major and
two minor landslides in Bukit
Antarabangsa cut off access for
thousands.

4. Feb 2000 - Four-year-old boy
killed in landslide in K.

10. Dec 2008 - Five killed, 14

corp
Abaut 50% of the 68 landslide
complaints that MPAJ has attended
to are from privately-owned land.
MPA] maintains slopes they own,
but for those that belong to individ-
uals or companies, the council will
locate the owner and issue a notice
to rectify the slopes as per the
Street, Drainage and Building Act.
However, Abdul Hamid said
maost landowners took a long time
to take the necessary
“If they fail to do this, we can

nd them a compound for failure
injured, 14 homes destroyed pos 3

comply,” he elaborated, saying
and 2,000 evacuated in a major that fines were between RM10,000
landslide at Taman Buklt and RM25,000,
Mewah, Bukit A » he also ack ledged

11. March 2010 - Ampang

&ﬁl’.‘bﬂalafberl'uwdm

5. Nov 2002 - Three landslides
take place on same night at Jalan
Lee Woon in Taman Zooview,
Jalan Bunga Anggerik in Ukay
Heights and in Taman Hillview,
the last one killing eight and
destroying Tan Sri Gen (R) lsmail
Omar's home.

6. Nov 2004 - Slope along Jalan
4M near PKNS flats collapse.

8. April 2008 - Several cars badly
damaged by falling boulders in
Bukit Antarabangsa, near
Wangsa Heights Condominium.

that there was little recourse for the
Ineal council to compel landowners

1o carry out mitigation measures on
Jaya's Jalan 4M experiences o
minor landslip causing power e the owner, for any reason, still
failure into the wee hours of does not heed the notice then our
the morning. only recourse Is to take lezal action,
- As of May the reported :»I:‘.l](‘t:jssnotstmalnahle he high-
landslips in Ampang totalled :
a0 S ks In exceptional circumstances,
Lt however, MPA] is able to carry out
Kampung Bukit Sungal Puteh, the slope mitigation works.
K g Tasek Permai, “After serving the notice and if
Lembah Jaya and others. the is endangering lives and
it b e
B es 0 areas, a
12, May 2011 - Several mads.wgcanmwemromwcul
landslips and landslides the necessary rectification.
occured in Lembah Jaya on “We will then claim the costs
privately-owned land. from the private owners,” said the
MPA] president.
13. March 7, 2012 - Landslide Hutthisis rorefy the case, a3
many owners claim that they are
in Ukay Perdana caused by lmnbs;emaﬂnrdr.hemnryhck
burst drains on privately-owned the expertise to carry out any slope
land. rectification works.
o yar f lope rakuentines.
14, July 3, 2013 - A landslide at each year for tenance
a construction site in Ukay ﬂumiﬁmdui?. Abdul Hamid said
Perdana left t = t RM1mil of the budget had to
foreig be used {or slopes belonging to
workers dead and another private owners.
injured. “It is an tssue of public safety, so
pung we have no choice but to do it
15. Dec 25, 2019 - Residents ;Je'h:x;ﬁg 15 rutegayers ey
living along Jalan Kelab Ukay 2, i
Bukit Astarabarigsa, had to o8 A o T .
evacuate their homes after a.ndmrryoul n?du!:l\vmkwhzn
cracks were discovered on the needed.
slope: g wall nearby.
One I:mpluw was subse- Worrying trend
quently torn down as a result. Meanwhile, SlopeWatch, a
community- organisation
16. May 30, 2020 - Seven focused on landslide and slope
double-storey terrace houses in ?a;mgzts:wga;m of the cases
Kelab , Buk t had investigated were on
mm“zma;n prlvntelvmd land or property.
evacuate due to a landslid
s.a.id it was not 10
behind their houses. mmfirs}opemesp!d:ﬂ?wlwﬂ
it came to land belonging to private
TheStargraphics | ““herS.

“For the most part, slopes that
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When the structures of a house move from their ariginal position, this
can be a sign of slope development failure.

Tension cracks indicate ground movement and possible slope failure.

are on government land are
monitored dperiodlcal!y and
maintained as needed by the
respective authorities.

“But there is a rising trend where
we are seeing cases in which there
is a lack of maintenance on slopes
that are olgﬂvalely-owned land,”
she revealed.

She said SlopeWatch had investi-
gated some 150 reports of land-
slides in Selangor over the past few
years.

“In the beginning, most of the
reports on signs of slope failures
were on public or state-owned
land, and we would help to direct
the reports to the authorities.

“Interestingly, people are now
bringing attention to slopes where
new developments are being built.

“People want to know if these
developments on or near slopes are
built with good design and accord-
ing to best practices as well as safe,”

she added.

Motoyama noted that there was
more awareness now about the
risks of hillslope projects and stake-
holders were taking proactive
measures.

“Residents are more conscious of
changes in their surroundings as
they know that any devel
can impact negatively on them,
especially in five to 10 years down
the line when the developers are
no longer in the picture,” she said.

SIopeWatch. which champions
community tion, has taken

n |tself (0] enah the public to
Iifysnzns of slope failures.
“Some signs to look out for
include crooked or fallen trees and
seplnl;nﬁun or gaps at the boundary

walls.

“Knowing the history of the place
is important when it comes to
looking for signs of slope failures,”
said Motoyama.

Page 3 of 3

KEAAJAAN NEGER SILANGOR

Tell-tale signs of an impending landslide

Water puddles at
bottom of slopes =

Tenslon cracks
Zon face of slope ,_f

e

r

i w\f W

Bulging of \
ulging \

.Craclcs on surface
of pavement

Trr N
Damaged pipes _* QQ,
= e'ﬁw?twgmphrcs

/__/l \u—\
Abdul Hamid says landowners
took a long time to take

the necessary action.

A bulging wall
due to water

. pressure at the
base of a slope
or retaining
wall.

Motoyama: Reports often
show a lack of maintenance
of slopes on private land.
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‘Foreigners still selling vegetables chicken in PJ Old Town

By SHEILA SRI PRIYA
sheilasripriya@thestar.com.my

FOREIGNERS are barred from working in
wet markets in the country but this has not
stopped some of them from continuing to do
husiness.

A Petaling Jaya City Council (MBP]) coun-
cillor expressed concern over the high num-
ber of foreigners at Pasar Besar Jalan
Othman who were now trading illegally in
the Old Town area.

Councillor Ermeemarianna Saadon said
although their numbers had reduced follow-
ing the movement control order (MCO),
many were still doing business illegally.

She spoke at length about the matter dur-
ing the MBP] full board meeting yesterday

Covid-19

Road to

-

recovery

which was streamed on the city council's
official website.

“Foreigners are not supposed to he
operating in these sectors but they are still
doing it.

“We have received complaints that they
bring slaughtered chicken into the Old Town
housing area and sell them to individuals
and local businesses. Some are selling

around 200 chickens a day.

“They are also selling vegetables from
their houses,” said Ermeemarianna, who is
the councillor responsible for the Old Town
area.

Some have married Malaysians and invit-
ed relatives from their country to become
involved in the busi too, she pointed
out.

“Others who are here on visitors’ passes
are doing business illegally and have over-
stayed,” she added.

Er ianna said some employers
preferred foreigners over Malaysians as the
former were willing to work longer hours.

“Rules must be followed and there must
be ethical practices. I know some traders are
seeking to employ local workers at the mar-

Page 1 of 1

)

ket, which is a good move.

“All activities involving foreign labour in
sectors that they are not allowed to work
should be monitored by the authorities.
Please go down to the ground and carry out
enforcement,” she said.

In response, Petaling Jaya mayor Datuk
Mohd Sayuthi Bakar urged the public to
lodge complaints with MBPJ for enforce-
ment to be done effectively.

“Immigration Department is in charge of
handling matters related to foreign workers.

“However, based on regulations, foreign-
ers are not supposed to be managing busi-
nesses in the specified sectors.

“They can be hired legally in sectors such
as cleaning and plantations but not as shop
assistants,” he said.
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New recreatlonal park in Kajang opens tomorrow

By SHANIA ROSELLA WIJAYA
metro@thestar.com.my

TAMAN Rekreasi Sungai Chua in
Kajang will be officially opened to
the public tomorrow.

e construction of the park,
which commenced on Dec 1 last
year, is now completed.

Kajang Municipal Council (MPK]!
president Datuk Zulkefli Khalid
said the park was built on an
underdeveloped reservoir,
which cost MPKj RM1.3mil.

“This place was previously a
reservoir and we saw that it was
underdeveln?

“So we b tthls park and its
facilities for the people, to create a
healthy communiry.

“All are welcomed to visit.

“I hope that MPKj and the com-
munity will be able to work togeth-
er to take care of this park and its
facilities,” he said.

Zulkefli {front) during his visit to the newly built Taman Rekreasi Sungai Chua in Kajang. — LOW BOON TAT/The
Star However, he warned that the

park would be closed if park-goers
did not follow the standard operat-
ing procedures (SOP), such as social
distancing rules, under the recov-
ery movement control order
(MCO).

“If the peaple do not follow the
SOP, we will close the park.

“Park-goers must keep a one-me-
tre distance from each other and
not gather in big gmwu&s " he said.

"'l‘]:lplnygmund also be
opened to the public but parents
must keep a close watch on their
children to ensure social distancing
is observed,” he added.

Zulkefli said for now, there was
no limit to the number of ieople
permitted to enter the parl

He added that the regulations for
the park would be tightened, as
people had been using it before it
was officially opened to the public.

Aside from the playground, the
park has jogzing and cycling tracks,
open space and sports facilities.

KERAIAAN NEGERI SELANGOR
SEXSTEN KOMUNINAST KORPORAT, LAMAGIAN XORPORAT
TIMGUAT 4, BANGLINAN SULTAN SALAHUDDIN ABOUL ATIT SHAN.
Mo Tl 635500 TASH/T45 TS Mo Fam + 035511 5560
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Equipping school dropouts

with vocational skills

SCHOOL dropouts from urban poor
families who struggle academically
will be sent for skills development
training under Subang Jaya
Municipal Council’s (MPS]) Jom
Jelajah Kampung Dalam Bandar
programme, to provide them better
career options.

State health, welfare, women
empowerment and family commit-
tee chairman Dr Siti Mariah
Mahmud said school dropouts from
urban poor families required coun-
selling and guidance to gain voca-
tional skills that would provide
them a chance to secure a job later.

“Our aim is to empower the
urban poor. Teenagers who drop
out from school may be skilful at
work that requires the use of their
hands, such as automobile repairs,
metal fabrication works or welding.

“They must be guided to get a cer-
tified vocational training,” she said,
adding there was a need to provide
solutions to uplift the urban poor.

MPS] council president Noraini
Roslan said the programme, which
would assist the urban poor, also
sought to identify school dropouts
with the aim to empower them
through acquiring a skill.

“Our engagement with the urban

poor is to explore solutions that will
help families and drive the future of
Subang Jaya that is slated for city
status soon.

“We want to maximise the poten-
tial of urbanisation to benefit the
young people by helping them
acquire a good education be it aca-
demic or vocational,” she added.

Dr Siti Mariah said solutions had
to be designed for the urban poor
as the people needed to be motivat-
ed to move forward.

Dr Siti Mariah and Noraini led a
tearn of MPS] staff to visit the urban
poor in Kampung Tengah, Puchong
in Selangor where basic groceries
were given out to families.

They spoke to Suhana Ahmad, a
mother whose son dropped out
from school while in Form Four.

“The teenager is more inclined
towards fixing car engines. If he has
a passion for automobile repairs,
we will help him enrol for certified
vocational training,” said Noraini,
adding that such skills would also
provide entrepreneurship opportu-
nities.

At the event, 14 families received
food provisions worth RM100 each
under the MPS] Covid-19 Charity
Fund. — By EDWARD RAJENDRA

ol 8 T e e

Dr Siti (third from right) speaking to a family after handing over food
items while Noraini (second from left) looks on during the aid distribution
programme in Puchong. — NORAFIFI EHSAN/The Star
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Govt will be fair to all st

SHAH ALAM: The Federal Govern-
ment has given assurance that it will
be fair to all states, including those
led by the Opposition, in the efforts
to revive the Covid-19-affected econ-
omy.

Senior Minister Datuk Seri Azmin
Ali, who is also the International
Trade and Industry Minister, said no
issue arose regarding differing polit-
ical ideologies when it came to eco-
nomic development, which was a
shared responsibility especially
post-Covid-19.

He said Selangor contributed
more than 23% to the National Gross
Domestic Product and the federal
and state governments must ensure
there was no disruption.

“We put aside politics and this is
the time we come together to face
economic challenges.

“No question of political differen-
ces. The federal and state govern-
ments have a joint duty to the people
especially post Covid-19,” he said
after chairing the Selangor State
Development Action Council meet-

ing with Mentri Besar Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari at i-City yesterday.

Azmin added that although he
represented the Federal Govern-
ment, Selangor was dear to him and
glad that the state has a strong team
under Amirudin.

He also said the meeting decided
to expedite the implementation of
several infrastructure projects that
had been approved previously.

“This crucial given that the pro-
jects had a multiplier effect towards
stimulating the state’s economy as
wgg as the country’s economy,” he
said.

The former PKR deputy president
also said he came to Selangor to help
the state’s economy and denied that
he had an ulterior political motive in
his presence in Selangor.

“My presence here is to show my
support to the state under Amirudin’s
leadership. I am also a Selangorian,”
he said when asked if there was an
agenda in his first meeting with his
former fellow party man.

Azmin and Amirudin are deemed

i\
in Shah Alam.

to be in separate camps in PKR after
the former left the party to join
Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin to
form the Perikatan Nasional govern-
ment.

Amirudin meanwhile said he was

New way of greeting: Azmin (left) bumping fists with Amirudin at i-City

Page 1 of 1

ates, says Azmin

all for professionalism between the
federal and state governments when
it involved economic recovery.

“We've put aside political diffe-
rences and move towards economic
recovery.”
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On being food efficient

Malaysians can learn from
Manickavasagam

ALAYSIA was, at one time, an agricultural nation.
But the decision to shift the nation’s focus from
primary to export-oriented industries saw agricul-
ture eventually being left on the wayside, some-
what. As a result, food security suffered. The United Nations
defines food security as people having physical, social and
economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food that
meets their dietary needs. Malaysia ranks 40th out of 113
countries in the Global Food Security Index, while Singapore,

which has no agriculture industry to speak of, topped the

rankings.

For a former agricultural nation known for rice-growing, it is
ashame that Malaysia now imports between 30 and 40 per cent
of its rice from Vietnam. According to recent research, roughly
half of all the land set aside for padi fields are not being utilised,
even though the government has departments to help look after
various sectors in the agriculture industry and guarantees high ::
payments for each yield. What’s more, almost 100 per cent of :::
raw materials for animal feed has to be imported. These ma- i
terials include fish meal, soybean meal and corn meal.

In order for us to ensure food security, or at least improve

current levels, the government
" Food security needs to put more focus on agri-
T is an culture. This is even more so now
S with the World Health Organisation
important aspect and World Trade Organisation
i warning of a possible food crisis

Of ceuitomic thanks to the Covid-19 pandemic.

recovery... It is in this regard that people like i

P. Manickavasagam should be
praised. The private college man-
ager has branched out into farming, growing cantaloupes, or
rock melons, on the rooftop of Plaza Sri Muda in Shah Alam,
Selangor. Manickavasagam has technical experience and this,
coupled with knowledge gleaned from the Agriculture De-
partment, put him in good stead to reap upwards of RM7,000
per harvest of the cantaloupes, which take 75 days to mature.

Food security is an important aspect of economic recovery, and
in Malaysia, it is a common problem among the low-income
households. The key challenge for food security is to achieve self-
sufficiency levels in most of the food requirements and to reduce
dependency on food imports. Hence, Manickavasagam’s venture
into growing his own produce to be food efficient, not to mention
earn a little money on the side.

We know that in March, the unemployment rate increased to

3.9 per cent, or roughly 610,000, because most economic sec- ;"

tors had shut down during the Movement Control Order and
many businesses had to shutter. By year end, this could in-
crease to 5.5 per cent. Youth unemployment stood at 11.67 per
cent last year, and with 300,000 to 350,000 graduates annually,
this will only get higher. Perhaps this is the best time for the
government to encourage people to get into the agricultural or
food production sector.

Manickavasagam may be 60, but young Malaysians can learn
from him. We don’t even have to grow our own produce for sale,
only what we need as that alone will help with expenses and
food security. Of course, doing things on a larger scale, for sale
to wholesalers and supermarkets like our man from Shah Alam
does, will help greatly in making Malaysia become food suf-
ficient. The media, too, must play its part. News organisations
should consistently highlight such efforts, to show youngsters
the possibilities that lie before them.

PEAABAT SETIALISAHA KERAJAAN NEGERT SELANGOR

KRG
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MARKETS TO CLOSE

EVERY SUNDAY, MONDAY
KUALA LUMPUR: The Kuala
Lumpur Wholesale Market will
be closed every Sunday while wet
markets in premises under DBKL
supervision, will be closed every
Monday. The directive by DBKL is
effective from June 28 and is to
make way for cleaning and
disinfection works. It will be
conducted at 16 wet markets in
these constituencies; Batu Caves,
Titiwangsa, Segambut, Wangsa
Maju, Setiawangsa and Kepong.
Kuala Lumpur mayor Datuk Nor
Hisham Ahmad Dahlan said
hawkers and traders of the
markets involved are required to
clear their stalls. Sanitation work
at the markets will be ongoing
and is meant to curb the spread
of Covid-19. - Bernama
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